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ahe "Band of avindlers" te whom the writer of the attached 


ih 


ties. whe nams 


-sclf is rather mislcadgirnrsg when mused 

@as 18eah Bah ‘raunr ( e =. ) is a slans term for these 
reople and has no real meaning nor has it a tre eauivilé@nt in 
English. For instance the words are invariatrly used to indicate 
an@ intivicual and not a hand or socicty. Anyone can be a member 
provided he if vourgs,Oof moc? arnreararnce, is &% soca talker and 


Se 
Foes about vrell dAressed. shoul? he be nosrsessed of the first 
three qualifications the latter item can be sunvrlied by olacr 
hards who have made sone money and lend it out at extortionate 
interest. when eouinred as above the rounr man preceeeds to nliaces 


of amusement where he is likely to meet respectable young girls 


or concubines of rich men. 1 the maitority cf cases he succeeds 
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in entanslirg one of them with the result that he receives 
preserta of money and fewellry, ste., Prom them in return for 
his attention® A littlic mild extortion is said to he resorted 
to oceasicnally but such cases very seldom are hrourht to the 
notice of the Police. Wrer they have obtained all they can 


and in many cases agaeduedd their victims they transfer their 


| 
 sastamhnanidimatininahdidlaths sia thi letidmieel ated 


attentions elsewhere and commence all over arain. szhese men 
do not, of ccurse,steal, camble on a bir scale,nor make trouble 


of any kind which wovld be likely to attract rclice attention. 


I am also informed that they always nay their wav at entertainment 
establishmerts, the nroprictors of which rather welcome their 


apves.rance because of the larce number of rich femsales they 
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nhe business is a most contemptable one, abhorrsnt to 
reenectable Uhirese many of whom have had Aaurhters or conewbhiner 
victimized ant ruined by these men rut the Aiffricultiges of 
cetting them to prosecute are almost inavrrmourtahble andr the 
remedy is in their own hands more than ir that of the police. 

Iocannot find that there are any particular leaders amonr 
these men nor that there are any society regulations to which 
they adhere, bheyond the veval unwritten laws which governe all 


classes and all occupations in Ohana. 


Your obdédient servant, 


WS & evo Wen -. 


Detective sib-Tranector. 


lief Detective Inesnector. 
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Shanghai, 17th. Sept., 1916. 
To the Capt. Superintendent of Police, 
The Cental Police Station, 
Foochow Road, Shangnai. 
Sir: 
I am a vwery old resident of Shanghai, and can 

boast that I know almost ewerything that is peculiar to 

this city. What I am now intending to call your attention 

to is a notoricus and immoral element in the native comm- 
nity---ang that is the Bana er seinaers AOE - There 
are two such bandas in the foreign settlements and they hrve 
proved not only a terror to. the moral principle of the city, 
but have also been a menace to the peace and g539d order of the 
comnunity. Each of these bands is composed of about five hun- 
fred  ,ersons, toth male an female, who are scattered about 
at all the different places of amusements, where they enjoy. 
[: special privilege of being admitted free at any time and . 
on any day. This privilege is granted to them by the proprie- 
tors of the different amusement places to provide for their 
quiet; otherwise they have to be liable tb molestation and 
extortion. For instance there are forty members of the band 
being admitted free by the Loong Fee Bridge New Recreation 
House and there is 2 similar number at the Lu Wei Lu and Tien 
Wei Tien at the corners of Chekiang and Hupeh Roads, and at 
the Chekiang and Hartcow Roads respectively. 

The business of the bands is to levy unlawfully a 

certain amount of fee from every shop on its opening day. 


This fee is paid on the condition that their members will 
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not trouble the shop in any way after its opening. Their other 
business is to. buy goods on false pretences or through other 


~ 
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dexterous feats of hand; to abduct girls of rich and respec- 
table families; to keep illecrl gantiing dens, etc, etc. Those 


wh> have fallen victims ts them have been numerous enough. 


These bands have also tincir code of laws, which ail 
members have to observe; on breach of whbtéh the transgressor : 


hes to be expelled. The head and sub-heads of the bands are 


mostly zentlemanly ld king people and the rest are dressed 
loafer-like. The head is said to have his resort at the tea 
house Chan Luk £84 be every afetrnoon at the corner of Huveh 
and FPoochow Roads and is als> said t> dress in (a/qiite dirferesl’ 
style from ordinary >yeo2ple. 
Being a resident of She settlement and interested in 
the welfare of the comnunity, I make bold to make this appeal 
to you for your intervention and I should suggest that bvefore 
Carrying out any raid, it would be svailable to appsgoach the 
proprietors of the famous places of amusements first,s9 as to 
facilitate success. 
; I have the honour to be, | 
Sir, : | 
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Your obedienS servant, 
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